[Procalcitonin: a reliable marker for the diagnosis and monitoring of the course of bacterial infection].
The review is aimed at the importance of determining procalcitonin serum levels (S-PCT) in numerous infectious and non-infectious diseases. Detecting increased S-PCT is particularly important for differential diagnosis of systemic bacterial as well as fungal infections. High S-PCT concentrations are also of predictive value in severe sepsis and septic shock. S-PCT kinetics may be used for monitoring the effect of antibiotic therapy. When compared to the other routinely used markers of bacterial infection (i.e. C-reactive protein, white blood cell count and neutrophil percentage), S-PCT has higher sensitivity and specificity in predicting bacterial infection.